Planning and Environment Act 1987

Melbourne PLANNING SCHEME
AMENDMENT C241
EXPLANATORY REPORT
Who is the planning authority?

This amendment has been prepared by the City of Melbourne, who is the planning authority for this amendment.

Land affected by the amendment
The Amendment applies to the land located at 20-30 Bourke Street, Melbourne. 
What the amendment does
The Amendment proposes to:

· Amend the Schedule to Clause 43.01 (Heritage Overlay) to insert a new entry which ticks the ‘External Paint Controls Apply?’ box.
· Amends Clause 22.04 – Heritage Places within the Capital City Zone, by the addition of a policy reference titled Palace Theatre, Bourke Street, Melbourne: Heritage Assessment for the City of Melbourne, December 2014; and
· Amend the incorporated document, Central City (Hoddle Grid) Heritage Review: Statements of Significance June 2013, by including the Statement of Significance for 20-30 Bourke Street, Melbourne at page 91.
Strategic assessment of the amendment 
Why is the amendment required?

This Amendment seeks to implement the recommendations of the Heritage Council of Victoria. In determining that the Palace was not of State significance, the Heritage Council of Victoria endorsed the prior recommendations of its Executive Director made on 18 November 2013 which indicated the site may warrant an individual listing in the Heritage Overlay. 

Although the Palace is included in a Heritage Overlay precinct HO500 (Bourke Street Hill Precinct), a study undertaken by Graeme Butler and Associates has indicated that the site is of individual significance at a local level and consequently a Statement of Significance has been prepared. The study recommends the site be included in its own individual heritage overlay. 
It is also proposed to incorporate a Statement of Significance into the scheme via an incorporated document. This will ensure the significance of the site is appropriately recognised under the Melbourne Planning Scheme. 
The Amendment is necessary to ensure that the heritage attributes of the building are considered in any proposed redevelopment of the site.
How does the amendment implement the objectives of planning in Victoria?

The Amendment implements the following objective under Section 4 (1) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987:

(d) to conserve and enhance those buildings, areas or other places which are of scientific, aesthetic, architectural or historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value
How does the amendment address any environmental, social and economic effects?
The amendment is not expected to have any adverse economic or environmental impacts. 
The amendment will have positive social effects by recognising building fabric that represents the layers of development in the city. Heritage places add character, appeal and interest to our city. Respect for our cultural heritage involves retaining and managing places that have importance to us as community. 
Does the amendment address relevant bushfire risk?
The amendment affects land within inner metropolitan Melbourne which is not a bushfire prone area.  

Does the amendment comply with the requirements of any Minister’s Direction applicable to the amendment?

The amendment is consistent with the Ministerial Direction on the Form and Content of Planning Schemes under section 7(5) of the Act.

The amendment complies with Ministerial Direction No.9 – Metropolitan Strategy. The following aspects of the Metropolitan Strategy are relevant to the amendment:

The amendment is consistent with and supports Direction 4.7, Respect our heritage as we build for the future.
The amendment complies with Ministerial Direction No 11 - Strategic Assessment of Amendments.
How does the amendment support or implement the State Planning Policy Framework and any adopted State policy?
This amendment supports the objective of Clause 15.03 of the SPPF to assist the conservation of places that have historical significance. 

How does the amendment support or implement the Local Planning Policy Framework, and specifically the Municipal Strategic Statement?
This amendment supports the objectives and implements the strategies of Clause 21.06-2 of the Municipal Strategic Statement by conserving places of identified cultural heritage significance. 
This amendment supports the objectives of Clause 22.04 of the LPPF by conserving and enhancing all heritage places, and ensuring any alterations or extensions to them are undertaken in accordance with accepted conservation standards.
Does the amendment make proper use of the Victoria Planning Provisions?

The Schedule to the Heritage Overlay is the proper Victorian Planning Provision tool for the identification of heritage controls. The amendment addresses the requirements of the Planning Practice Note “Applying the Heritage Overlay, September 2012”.

This Practice Note states that places identified in local heritage studies should be included in the Heritage Overlay if the significance of the place can be established. The identification of heritage places using established criteria and documentation methods is an important consideration in proposing the inclusion of heritage places in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay.
The inclusion of the new Statement of Significance in an existing document comprising Statements of Significance for individual properties in the Hoddle grid is the appropriate mechanism.
How does the amendment address the views of any relevant agency?

The views of relevant agencies will be considered through the exhibition process.
Does the amendment address relevant requirements of the Transport Integration Act 2010?
The Amendment is not likely to have an impact on the transport system.
Resource and administrative costs

· What impact will the new planning provisions have on the resource and administrative costs of the responsible authority?
The amendment will have no additional administrative cost to the responsible authority. 
The site is currently affected by the Heritage Overlay – Schedule 500 and thus already requires planning permit applications to be considered.
Where you may inspect this Amendment
The amendment is available for public inspection, free of charge, during office hours at the following places:
City of Melbourne

Level 3, 240 Little Collins Street

MELBOURNE VIC 3000

The amendment can also be inspected free of charge at the Department of Transport, Planning, and Local Infrastructure website at www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/publicinspection .
Submissions 

Any person who may be affected by the amendment may make a submission to the planning authority. Submissions about the amendment must be received by 20 March 2015.

A submission must be emailed to palacetheatrec241@melbourne.vic.gov.au or sent to:
Robyn Hellman

Strategic Planning

City of Melbourne

PO Box 1603
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
Panel hearing dates 

In accordance with clause 4(2) of Ministerial Direction No.15 the following panel hearing dates have been set for this amendment:

· directions hearing: 1 June 2015
· panel hearing:  Week commending 13 July 2015
