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Domain Parklands Master Plan Factsheet

Themes and considerations 
As we develop our new Master Plan for Domain Parklands, we are looking at a range of themes and considerations, as outlined below.
Heritage

Domain Parklands was recently listed on the Victorian Heritage register, highlighting that many different elements and aspects of the parklands contribute to its overall value.  It is important to review current management practices to ensure they are consistent with the principles of the Victorian Heritage registration. 

Governance 

Domain Parklands includes number of different reservations with different Committees of Management.  That’s why a shared landscape vision will help manage the parkland’s resilience in the future, as we face challenges posed by climate change.  

Climate change and urban heating

Climate change will influence the future planning and management of the parklands.  Our aim is to build healthy resilient landscapes, and as we respond to the challenge of climate change and urban heating, the Domain Parklands will play a critical role in the health and wellbeing of our community. 

Trees

‘Tree senescence’ (trees in decline) and population renewal is a critical driver of this project.  Providing a healthy resilient urban forest is the vision of our Urban Forest Strategy- a key consideration of the Domain Parklands Master Plan.  Tree selection, succession planting, locations of trees and proposed arboretum () need to be considered holistically with other ways the park is used.
Many of the Arboretum objectives within the previous Domain Parklands Master Plan (1997) and Arboretum planting concept (1999) were not realised.  A contemporary Arboretum plan for the parklands will include urban forest principles and a strong research focus.  Outcomes from the Domain Parklands Arboretum could inform urban forest management within the Domain Parklands area and broader municipality.

Landscape character 

What do we mean by landscape character?  Landscape character is created through the combination of land form, vegetation, water, natural features, views, aesthetics and people use.  Landscape character is a key contributor to people’s experience in these parklands.  Many people enjoy the experience of a soft green lawn and a green leafy tree, with open views and groups of trees.  Garden beds of high horticultural standard are also appreciated by many.  To others it is a particular view, glimpse of the river, the trees which bloom at a specific time each year and attracts birds.  

Horticulture

Styles, trends and practices change in horticulture. Maintenance requirements also influence horticultural decisions. That’s why a planned approach is needed to make sure we successfully balance a quality visual experience with healthy landscape outcomes, in a cost-effective way.

Urban ecology and biodiversity

We need to understand and monitor how Domain Parklands promotes and supports urban ecology and biodiversity in the city. We also want to ensure our management of the parklands improves urban ecology and biodiversity for the parkland to have a thriving, healthy ecosystem. 

Water

Water is essential to achieving a healthy resilient landscape in the parklands, and for the parklands to provide environmental services, such as cooling, needed for the city.  We will continue to work toward integrated water management systems throughout the parklands.   

Community health and wellbeing

The Domain Parklands plays an important function in supporting community health and wellbeing.  We need to understand which features support community health and wellbeing, and ensure these continue and their importance is recognised.
Visitors 

Domain Parklands attracts local, state, national and international visitors.  Many visit for recreation, some for civil, ceremonial and commemorative activities.  Some only visit one destination, while others visit many.  

We need to understand what information will be interesting and useful for our visitors, and if we have enough amenities to support their visit.    

Recreation

Much of the recreational use in the parklands is informal, such as walking, picnics and family gatherings.  Other activities include rowing, extensive use of the Tan track, sport on the oval, skating at the skate park and events. The more unstructured activities include walking, picnics and BBQs, quiet enjoyment and gatherings. In this way, the parkland supports and encourages community health and wellbeing, and participation in community.  

Events

An increasing number of events are being held in the parklands.  This has been the result, in part, of a broader City of Melbourne activation plan.  The events are held in various locations throughout the parklands. 

This high demand needs to be balanced with sustainability of the landscape.  It is important to work within the capacity of the landscape to cope with high impact activities.  This means that we need to balance the number of events with the ability for the landscape to be returned to its pre-event condition. It may also be important to identify some zones where informal recreation should be the priority and no events are scheduled.  

Children

The Domain Parklands can provide a setting for memorable childhood experiences.  The Royal Botanical Garden’s Children’s Garden is one of the most popular play space destinations in Melbourne.  How else can play be supported, particularly using the garden and natural setting?  Is there opportunity to provide more learning experiences for children in the Domain Parklands?

Amenities

Seats, drink fountains, toilets, and bicycle parking are some of the ways visitors are supported in the parklands. Are there adequate amenities and are they in the right location?  Are other amenities needed
Access and circulation

Good access to the parklands and making sure visitors can get around the parklands easily, is important and promotes participation.  Good access makes a place welcoming for everyone.  Access and journeys within the parkland need to be reviewed to identify where improvements can be made.  Signage is an important part of this.  

Traffic and parking

Parking and traffic through the park is another important consideration for access.  Some vehicle movement and parking in the parklands, occurs by people visiting the parklands.  However, some of the vehicle movement and parking in the parklands is caused by commuters visiting other locations.  We need to consider how vehicle movement and parking should be approached over the next 20 years, taking into consideration all the other activities going on in the parklands.   

Plaques and memorials

In the 1997 Master Plan an area fronting St Kilda Road, running from Princes Bridge to Government House Drive was designated for civic monuments.  Since this time, four major memorials have been installed in the parkland, not all in this designated area.  How do we manage the demand for plaques and memorials?

