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h
ardly a bu

ildin
g th

at w
ou

ld tran
sform

 th
e city, even

 tf oth
er bu

ildin
gs follow

ed in
 a sim

ilar 

vein
. Bu

t it w
as its design

 an
d m

aterials th
at m

ade it im
portan

t, n
ot its h

eigh
t. It arou

sed stron
g 

feelin
gs-

if th
is w

as th
e fu

tu
re of bu

ildin
gs, m

an
y M

elbu
rm

an
s w

ere n
ot h

appy w
ith

 w
h

at 

th
ey w

ere seem
g. w

ith
 artist N

orm
an

 Lin
dsay den

ou
n

cin
g it as "a fi

n
al trium

ph
 to m

odern
istic 

art, w
ith

 its slogan
 of death

 to all beau
ty".ia N

ot su
rprisin

gly. arch
itect Robin

 Boyd cou
n

tered 

w
ith

 a com
m

en
t th

at som
e people fou

n
d th

is "n
ew

 sterile sim
plicity

 ... as refresh
in

g as a glass of 

iced w
ater." Like it or n

ot, th
e n

ew
 aesth

etic w
as ready to con

qu
er M

elbou
rn

e's bu
sin

ess district, 

even
 if th

e adven
tu

re did n
ot last lon

g du
e to poor th

erm
al an

d m
aterial perform

an
ce. su

ch
 as 

p
oor w

eath
er-proofi

n
g an

d
 glass p

an
els fallin

g off
 bu

ildin
gs an

d
 lan

din
g on

 th
e streets below

. 

W
h

en
 G

ilbert Cou
rt w

as con
stru

cted, th
e fi

re codes requ
irin

g fi
re-retardin

g span
drels betw

een
 

floors h
ad been

 relax
ed, allow

in
g a w

all of glass. Th
an

kfu
lly, for th

is early ex
perim

en
t, th

e 

aqu
a-; olou

red glass span
drels rem

ain
. togeth

er w
ith

 th
e largely in

tact grou
n

d level sh
opfron

ts.

G
ilbert Cou

rt w
as follow

ed by th
e Coates bu

ildin
g, a 13-floor. h

eigh
t lim

it, steel-fram
ed, glass

fron
ted offi

ce block on
 th

e n
orth

 side of Collin
s Street, n

ear Sprin
g Street. D

esign
ed in

 1956, an
d 

com
pleted in

 1959, it w
as a you

n
g broth

er, in
 several sen

ses, to G
ilbert Cou

rt, an
d both

 earn
ed 

th
e title of G

lass H
ou

se, in
 a tech

n
ical sen

se as w
ell as a popu

lar on
e, by bein

g rem
arkable for 

th
e absen

ce of th
e tradition

ally ex
pected u

pstan
din

g fi
re-retardin

g span
drels betw

een
 floors. 
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C
red

it at N
o 568

 (Plaisted
 &

 W
arn

er), a block 

of m
ed

ical con
su

ltin
g room

s at N
o 4

21 (H
arry 

A
 &

 Fran
k
 L N

orris) an
d

 th
e V

ictorian
 R

acin
g 

Clu
b (V

R
C) h

ead
qu

arters at N
o 4

18
 (Leith

 &
 

B
artlett). 

A
lth

ou
gh

 
th

ese 
th

ree 
bu

ild
in

gs 

v
aried

 in
 scale (resp

ectiv
ely tw

o, fou
r an

d
 six

 

storeys), th
ey w

ere 
u

n
ifi

ed
 by a con

sisten
t 

stylistic 
ex

p
ression

 of cu
rtain

-w
alled

 street 

fron
tages w

ith
 largely blan

k
 m

ason
ry sid

e 

w
alls. Th

e stan
d

ou
t, n

ot on
ly in

 scale bu
t also 

in
 ex

p
ression

, 
w

as th
e V

R
C
 bu

ild
in

g, w
ith

 

sid
e w

alls en
liv

en
ed

 by 
p

attern
ed

 p
re-cast 

con
crete p

an
els in

 a n
od

 to th
e in

creasin
gly 

p
op

u
lar p

op
u

list style th
at R

obin
 Boyd

 w
ou

ld
 

soon
 d

en
ou

n
ce as Featu

n
sm

. 

Sm
aller 

m
 

scale 
bu

t 
p

erh
ap

s 
m

ore 

sign
ifi

can
t in

 a p
u

rely arch
itectu

ral h
istorical 

sen
se w

as th
e tw

o-storey bu
ild

in
g d

esign
ed

 by 

BSM
 as th

e fi
rm

's ow
n

 d
raw

in
g offi

ce. Located
 

at N
o 366, th

is slick
 elev

ated
 cu

rtain
-w

alled
 

box
 fi

ttin
gly occu

p
ied

 th
e site of th

e h
ou

se 
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th
at W

alter B
u

rley G
riffi

n
 h

ad
 ren

ov
ated

 as 

h
is ow

n
 d

raw
in

g offi
ce m

ore th
an

 th
ree d

ecad
es earlier. G

riffi
n

 in
d

eed
 set a p

reced
en

t for a risin
g 

n
u

m
ber of arch

itects d
raw

n
 to establish

 p
rofession

al ad
d

resses in
 St K

ild
a R

oad
 in

 th
e p

ost-w
ar 

16
0

 
M

E
L

M
O

 

era. BSM
 m

ay h
av

e been
 th

e. on
ly fi

rm
 to d

esign
 th

eir ow
n

 p
rem

ises in
 th

e late 1950s, bu
t oth

ers 

to m
ain

tain
 offi

ce sp
ace th

ere in
clu

d
ed

 M
on

tgom
ery, K

in
g &

 T
ren

gov
e, A

n
atol K

agan
, Brian

 

O
'C

on
n

or, R
osen

feld
t &

 G
h

erard
in

. Stew
art H

an
d

asyd
e, K

u
rt P

op
p

er, V
ictor D

u
m

brell, A
rn

old
 

B
rid

ge, P
eth

ebrid
ge &

 Bell an
d

 (to n
ob

od
y's su

rp
rise) B

ern
ard

 Ev
an

s. 

Fittin
gly, it w

as Ev
an

s w
h

o d
esign

ed
 St K

ild
a R

oad
's fi

rst tru
e sk

yscrap
er: a sp

ecu
lativ

e 

p
roiect for th

e Stan
h

ill G
rou

p
 at N

o 50
5 th

at com
m

en
ced

 con
stru

ction
 in

 late 19
58

. W
ith

 a 

tw
o-storey p

od
iu

m
 crow

n
ed

 by a setback
 block

 of n
in

e fu
rth

er lev
els, th

e d
esign

 referen
ced

 

Ev
an

s' recen
t bu

t still on
ly p

artly realised
 sch

em
e for th

e V
A

C
C

. Strip
p

ed
 back

 to a m
in

im
u

m
, 

its cu
rtain

-w
alled

 ex
terior rep

orted
ly in

corp
orated

 m
ore th

an
 1,000 san

d
w

ich
 p

an
els, w

ith
 

h
orizon

tal su
n

 sh
ad

es alon
g th

e n
orth

 sid
e an

d
 a con

tin
u

ou
s screen

 of v
ertical lou

v
res to th

e 

street fron
tage. 5'

5
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