


Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners

The City of Melbourne respectfully acknowledges the Traditional
Owners of the land we govern, the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung

and Bunurong Boon Wurrung peoples of the Eastern Kulin

and pays respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

We acknowledge and honour the unbroken spiritual, cultural
and political connection the Wurundjeri, Bunurong, Dja Dja
Wurrung, Taungurung and Wadawurrung peoples of the Eastern
Kulin have to this unique place for more than 2000 generations.

We are committed to our reconciliation journey, because

at its heart, reconciliation is about strengthening relationships
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples, for the benefit
of all Victorians.
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Disclaimer

This report is provided for information and it does not purport to be complete. While care has been taken to ensure the content in the report is accurate, we cannot guarantee
it is without flaw of any kind. There may be errors and omissions or it may not be wholly appropriate for your particular purposes. In addition, the publication is a snapshot in
time based on historic information which is liable to change. The City of Melbourne accepts no responsibility and disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence
which may arise from you relying on any information contained in this report.

To find out how you can participate in the decision-making process for City of Melbourne’s current and
future initiatives, visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/participate
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The Greening Roden Street
Proposal

The City of Melbourne undertook community engagement on the Greening Roden Street proposal from 18 May to
15 June 2023. The proposal (pictured below) responds to the growing and changing needs of the West Melbourne
community, and ensures the environment is better prepared for the effects of changing climate conditions.

Features of the Greening Roden Street proposal included:

e 1000sgm of additional greening and permeable ground area through the removal of paving and the
conversion of roadway into green space

¢ the introduction of additional tree and understorey species that will strengthen urban forest resilience and
plant community biodiversity, offering long term benefit to the community

e areconfiguration of the existing car parking places for no net loss of parking

e new kerb and channel

e areconfiguration of the roadway yet still maintain usability

e regrading of the footpath and increasing the pathway network for an improved pedestrian experience

e the introduction of Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) features to enable both water quality and
quantity capture benefits and reduce storm water run-off.

This summary report contains a brief ‘snapshot’ of who was reached and what was heard during the community

consultation period on the Greening Roden Street proposal. A detailed community engagement summary and
analysis report is available for download at participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/greening-roden-street.
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https://participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/greening-roden-street
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Image above: Roden Street (between King and Spencer) existing conditions (above), and the Greening Roden Street proposed changes
indicated in the Greening Roden Street Proposal (below).
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Who we engaged

In total, we reached over 8000 people through posted letters, website visits and newsletter audiences. 113
community members provided feedback about our Greening Roden Street Proposal via online survey or email,
while a further 80 people attended our onsite pop-up event.
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What motivated respondents to Respondent connections to the
participate in this engagement project

The project directly impacts me |l am a resident

It’s important to have your say | am a visitor

_BY

A letter/email from City of Melbourne | am a worker

3%

Word of mouth lown a business

1%

Passing by/approached by City of Melbourne | am a student

0%

Saw the project on social media Prefer not to say

B 6%

Other Other
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Key topics and ideas

7

melbourne.vic.gov.au

Level of support for Greening Roden Street

There was significantly more support than opposition from survey respondents for the
proposal to expand the green space on Roden Street, with 91% of respondents showing either
strong (82%) or mild (9%) support.

The main reasons given for supporting this proposal were the range of benefits respondents
anticipated seeing as a result of the changes. These respondents argued the upgrades would
make the street more beautiful and pleasant, be good for biodiversity, provide habitats for
native birds, help reduce the heat island effects, improve air quality, and be a welcome
upgrade to the area.

Significantly fewer comments were made in opposition to the proposed greening of Roden
Street. The main reasons given for opposing the proposed upgrade include concerns on loss
of parking, the upgrades are not required or how the changes would affect the use and
enjoyment of Roden Street.

Level of support for further parking loss to accommodate green space

The majority of respondents (72%) were supportive of the potential for further parking loss to
create additional green space.

The main reasons for supporting further parking loss were to help shift the focus away from
cars; to encourage mode shift; that there is no need for so much parking on Roden Street; and,
that the benefits of replacing parking spaces with green space outweigh the loss or potential
inconvenience.

The main reasons for opposing further parking were that parking on the street is necessary for
residents, visitors, and businesses; parking is already difficult on Roden Street; and that the
availability of parking should be balanced with development in the area (and subsequent
demand for parking).

Minor design changes

Minor design changes were suggested on the proposal, these included: maintaining access to
properties, traffic calming measures, tree and garden bed species selection, dog waste

facilities, and footpath materiality choice.



Overall level of support for the

proposal

Respondents were asked: Do you support the proposal to expand the open space on Roden Street?
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» A strong majority (91%) supported the proposal.
* Only 8% of respondents were unsupportive overall.

Reasons for your level of support for the proposal

Respondents were asked: Why do you feel this way about the proposal?

You said

“I feel it'll make better use of the land. Create a more
pedestrian and pet friendly environment, which encourages
outdoor use which can improve safety and crime. It's will also
be more aesthetically pleasing than it is currently.”

“As a resident | welcome this initiative. | warmly welcome the
idea of more open space, native planting to help support
local wildlife and more options to spend time outside.”

“I would really like to see more eucalypts like the beautiful
trees in the middle of the street — | think this is really where
the beauty of the street comes from at the moment.”

“Would like to have grass around the base of the trees like in
a park instead of all the gravel.”

“Please do not remove any more car parks.”

“There is a good balance at the moment.”
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We heard
Support

Respondents who support the proposal do so for the range
of benefits they feel will result, including street beautification,
biodiversity support and provision of habitats for native
wildlife, reduction of the heat island effects, and improved air
quality.

Respondents had a number of design suggestions to help
ensure the best outcomes for the community. These
suggestions ranged from what kinds of trees and planting
people wanted to see, to concerns about the surfaces used
or calls for particular amenities like lighting or seating to be
included.

Opposition

Only a small number of respondents opposed the proposal.
Those who were opposed were concerned about loss of
parking spaces or how the changes would affect the use and
enjoyment of Roden Street, or felt that the changes were not
necessary.



Overall support for parking loss to
create green space

Respondents were asked: Would further parking loss be supported for additional green space?
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» The majority of respondents (72%) indicated that they would support further parking loss to allow for additional

green space.

» Over a quarter of respondents, however, did not support further parking loss (28%).

Justification for your level of support for the parking loss to create

open space

Respondents were asked: Why do you feel this way?

You said

“There is less need for parking with the close proximity to the
city and access to public transport. It would encourage and
welcome residents into the area who are invested in a more
sustainable, healthy way of living.”

“We note that much of the parking is often empty due to
permit zone parking so if such strict restrictions are going to
remain, then it should be enough to have parking on one
side of the street only. This would allow for a more seamless
free flowing garden.”

“Green space is more important. The street is close enough
to the city that public transport and walking/biking etc. are
more important than cars for getting around.”

“Multiple businesses along Roden Street rely on these on the
street parking spots, including physio, mechanics, etc. the
new parking is not as accessible for these businesses. There
is also plenty of space to ‘greenify’ if the uneven and
degrading pavement is removed.”

“Parking is already an issue and is only going to get worse.”
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We heard
Support

The main reasons that people supported further parking loss
to accommodate more green space were:

e That they felt this would encourage people to use
other, healthier or more environmentally friendly
modes of transport such as walking, cycling or
public transport.

e That there is ample parking in the area so it would
not create any problems.

e That the benefits outweigh the loss of parking
spaces.

Opposition

Those who oppose further parking loss did so primarily
because:

e Residents, visitors, and businesses rely on the
current parking spaces in Roden Street, which is
already in high demand.

e That the demand for parking spaces in the area is
only going to increase as more development
occurs.



How this feedback will be used

Your values, priorities, ideas, and concerns relating to the Greening Roden Street proposal have been clearly
articulated to City of Melbourne through this consultation period. Your sentiments have been collated and analysed
by independent social researchers and what was heard has been presented back in the form of a detailed report, in
addition to this synthesised summary report. These will be publicly available

via participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/greening-roden-street, and briefed to Council.

The Greening Roden Street team, including infrastructure planning, traffic engineering, park services and
landscape design, will review and consider your feedback to help develop a more detailed concept plan.

Thank you to all participants in this planning journey. Your local knowledge and experience of the area is crucial.
We look forward to talking to you in the coming months and working towards some outstanding outcomes for West
Melbourne residents, businesses, and visitors.
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https://participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/greening-roden-street

How to contact us

Online:

melbourne.vic.gov.au

In person:

Melbourne Town Hall - Administration Building
120 Swanston Street, Melbourne
Business hours, Monday to Friday
(Public holidays excluded)
Telephone:

03 9658 9658

Business hours, Monday to Friday
(Public holidays excluded)

Fax:
03 9654 4854

In writing:

City of Melbourne
GPO Box 1603
Melbourne VIC 3001
Australia

Interpreter services
We cater for people of all backgrounds
Please call 03 9280 0726
039280 0717 FEXREE
03 9280 0719 Bahasa Indonesia
03 9280 0720 Italiano
039280 0721 EifI)5
03 9280 0722 Soomaali
03 9280 0723 Espanol
03 9280 0725 Viét Ngu
03 9280 0726 L;-’J-‘
03 9280 0726 3+=-0]
03 9280 0726 f@dr
03 9280 0726 All other languages
National Relay Service:
If you are deaf, hearing impaired or speech-impaired,
call us via the National Relay Service: Teletypewriter (TTY)

users phone 1300 555 727 then ask for 03 9658 9658
9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday (Public holidays excluded)
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